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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To execute adequate maintenance by 
accurately detecting operation life of an impurity removing filter and also 
avoid contamination within the aligner when impurity concentration in 
the environment of the apparatus rises rapidly. 

SOLUTION: Impurity concentration measuring means 14a, 14b, 14c, 14d 
are respectively arranged in the upper stream and lower stream sides of 
impurity removing filters 13a, 13b for removing gaseous impurity included 
in the external air introduced into a chamber 9 and the gas circulating 
within the chamber to compare the measured values of the upper 
stream side and lower stream side, in order to estimate the operation 
life of the impurity removing filter. When the impurity concentration 
measuring means 14a indicates abnormal impurity concentration in the 
environment, a external air introducing fan 12 is stopped. 
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